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Vocabulary Selection and Instruction
Part 1 Directions:
1. Select from one of the following three texts:
a. Sarah Thomson’s (2010) Amazing Whales! (Grades K-1) (p. 3)
b. Jim Murphy’s (2010) The Great Fire (Grades 6-8) (p. 4)
c. Susan B. Anthony’s Is it a Crime for a Woman to Vote? speech (Gr. 9-10) (p. 5)

2. Decide which 5 words you would choose for in-depth focus for ELLs. Cite which
criterion/a support(s) your choice.

Vocabulary for In-Depth Focus

A. Words key to understanding the text that are likely unfamiliar to students
B. Words frequently used in the text
C. General academic vocabulary that students will encounter across disciplines
D. Words with multiple meanings
E. Words with affixes (prefixes and suffixes

Vocabulary Word Criterion/Criteria Cited

Survive C (general academic vocabulary)
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Discussion Questions:

1. Which words should you avoid teaching ELLs, even though you may be tempted? Why?

2. What additional words might you wish to provide for students who are already familiar
with the in-depth vocabulary words that you have selected from this text? Why?

3. What leadership skills might you leverage to ensure content teachers are effectively
teaching vocabulary to ELLs? How will you advocate for this?
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Text: Amazing Whales!* by Sarah L. Thompson

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY ...,
LAnCan Read Bock | 8
-

A blue whale is as long as a basketball court. Its eyes are as big as softballs.
(] Itstongue weighs as much as an elephant. It is the biggest animal that has
»/9  ever lived on Earth — bigger than any dinosaur.

But not all whales are this big. A killer whale is about as long as a fire truck.
Dolphins and porpoises are whales too, very small whales. The smallest
dolphin is only five feet long. That’s probably shorter than your mom.

There are about 80 kinds of whales. All of them are mammals. Dogs and
monkeys and people are mammals, too. They are warm-blooded. This
means that their blood stays at the same temperature even if the air or water around them gets
hot or cold.

Mammal babies drink milk from their mothers. Whale babies are called calves.

And mammals breathe air. A whale must swim to the ocean’s surface to breathe or it will drown.
After a whale calf is born, its mother may lift it up for its first breath of air.

A whale uses its blowholes to breathe. It can have one blowhole or two. The blowholes are on
the top of its head. When a whale breathes out, the warm breath makes a cloud called a blow.
Then the whale breathes in. Its blowholes squeeze shut. The whale dives under the water. It
holds its breath until it comes back up.

When sperm whales hunt, they dive deeper than any other whale. They can hold their breath
for longer than an hour and dive down more than a mile.

Deep in the ocean, where the water is dark and cold, sperm whales hunt for giant squid and
other animals.

Some whales, like sperm whales, have teeth to catch their food. They are called toothed whales.
Other whales have no teeth. They are called baleen whales. (Say it like this: bay-LEEN.) Blue
whales and humpback whales are baleen whales. They have strips of baleen in their mouths.
Baleen is made of the same stuff as your fingernails. It is strong but it can bend.

A baleen whale fills its mouth with water. In the water there might be fish or krill. Krill are tiny
animals like shrimp. The whale closes its mouth. The water flows back out between the strips of
baleen.

! Thomson, S. (2006). Amazing whales! New York, NY: HarperCollins.
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Unit: The Chicago Fire of 1871 PP

Text: The Great Fire? by Jim Murphy

1M MURPHY Chicago in 1871 was a city ready to burn. The city boasted having
59,500 buildings, many of them—such as the Courthouse and the
Tribune Building—large and ornately decorated. The trouble was
that about two-thirds of all these structures were made entirely
o of wood. Many of the remaining buildings (even the ones
: T proclaimed to be “fireproof”) looked solid, but were actually

iy ’*‘%}9‘ jerrybuilt affairs; the stone or brick exteriors hid wooden frames
ﬁq N and floors, all topped with highly flammable tar or shingle roofs.
: It was also a common practice to disguise wood as another kind
of building material. The fancy exterior decorations on just about
every building were carved from wood, then painted to look like
stone or marble. Most churches had steeples that appeared to
be solid from the street, but a closer inspection would reveal a wooden framework covered with
cleverly painted copper or tin.

MSCHOLASTIC

The situation was worst in the middle-class and poorer districts. Lot sizes were small, and
owners usually filled them up with cottages, barns, sheds, and outhouses—all made of fast-
burning wood, naturally... Interspersed in these residential areas were a variety of businesses—
paint factories, lumberyards, distilleries, gasworks, mills, furniture manufacturers, warehouses,
and coal distributors.

Wealthier districts were by no means free of fire hazards. Stately stone and brick homes had
wood interiors, and stood side by side with smaller wood-frame houses. Wooden stables and
other storage buildings were common, and trees lined the streets and filled the yards.

The links between richer and poorer sections went beyond the materials used for construction
or the way buildings were crammed together. Chicago had been built largely on soggy
marshland that flooded every time it rained. As the years passed and the town developed, a
quick solution to the water and mud problem was needed. The answer was to make the roads
and sidewalks out of wood and elevate them above the waterline, in some places by several
feet. On the day the fire started, over 55 miles of pine-block streets and 600 miles of wooden
sidewalks bound the 23,000 acres of the city in a highly combustible knot.

2 Murphy, J. (2010). The great fire. New York, NY: Scholastic Books.
phy g
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Text: Is It A Crime for a Woman To Vote? by Susan B. Anthony

Dayton, Ohio, August 7, 1865.

Friends and Fellow-citizens: | stand before you to-night, under
indictment for the alleged crime of having voted at the last
Presidential election, without having a lawful right to vote. It shall be
o . | my work this evening to prove to you that in thus voting, | not only

§ .| committed no crime, but, instead, simply exercised my citizen's right,
pj guaranteed to me and all United States citizens by the National
Constitution, beyond the power of any State to deny.

Our democratic-republican government is based on the idea of the natural right of every
individual member thereof to a voice and a vote in making and executing the laws. We assert
the province of government to be to secure the people in the enjoyment of their unalienable
rights. We throw to the winds the old dogma that governments can give rights. Before
governments were organized, no one denies that each individual possessed the right to protect
his own life, liberty and property. And when 100 or 1,000,000 people enter into a free
government, they do not barter away their natural rights; they simply pledge themselves to
protect each other in the enjoyment of them, through prescribed judicial and legislative
tribunals. They agree to abandon the methods of brute force in the adjustment of their
differences, and adopt those of civilization.

Nor can you find a word in any of the grand documents left us by the fathers that assumes for
government the power to create or to confer rights. The Declaration of Independence, the
United States Constitution, the constitutions of the several states and the organic laws of the
territories, all alike propose to protect the people in the exercise of their God-given rights. Not
one of them pretends to bestow rights.

"All men are created equal, and endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights.
Among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these, governments
are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed."

Here is no shadow of government authority over rights, nor exclusion of any from their full and
equal enjoyment. Here is pronounced the right of all men, and "consequently," as the Quaker
preacher said, "of all women," to a voice in the government. And here, in this very first
paragraph of the declaration, is the assertion of the natural right of all to the ballot; for, how can
"the consent of the governed" be given, if the right to vote be denied. Again:

"That whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of
the people to alter or abolish it, and to institute a new government, laying its foundations on
such principles, and organizing its powers in such forms as to them shall seem most likely to
effect their safety and happiness."

www.SupportEd.com | © 2023 SupportEd. All rights reserved. 5



F
F—

SupportEd

Vocabulary Selection and Instruction

Part 2 Directions: Return to your list of 5 words that you selected for intensive focus. Write
down strategies that you will use to teach and practice the vocabulary. Also include a

description of any word learning strategies that you would focus on.

Strategies to
teach the

vocabulary

Strategies to
practice the

vocabulary

Word
learning

strategies
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